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Natural Capital Group Conference 

speaker biographies 

 

Anne Selby – Chair of Greater Manchester Natural Capital Group 

Anne recently retired as CEO of the Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester, and 

Merseyside after nearly 30 years with the charity. Her passion is for reconnecting 

people to nature, and she has been at the forefront of this, working on community-

based local initiatives that cover health, food, green infrastructure, environmental 

education, and volunteering. Another passion of hers is peat bogs. 

Anne chairs the Greater Manchester Natural Capital Group which champions 

environmental matters and reports into the Greater Manchester Combined Authority 

via the Green City Region Partnership, and she has been instrumental in setting up 

the new Greater Manchester Environment Fund looking at innovative ways to fund 

environmental priorities. 

 

Councillor Andrew Western – Leader of Trafford Council  

A lifelong Trafford resident, Andrew is the recently elected Leader of Trafford Council 

and has been a local councillor representing Sale town centre since 2011. 

Andrew’s professional background is in project management, predominantly in civil 

engineering specialising in supporting delivery of large-scale infrastructure 

programmes. He has also worked on IT transformation projects including at 

Manchester Airport Group. 

In addition to his work as Leader of Trafford Council and Greater Manchester’s lead 

for Digital, Work and Skills (and Clean Air), Andrew sits on the North West Regional 

Leaders’ Board, serves on the Board of a local mental health charity and is the Vice 

President of a Trafford-based youth association. 
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Marian Spain – Chief Executive, Natural England 

Marian was appointed Chief Executive of Natural England in May 2020, having 

carried out the role on an interim basis since December 2018. Marian was previously 

the Chief Executive of Plantlife International, the UK’s leading wild plant conservation 

charity, for four years. She joined the board of Natural England in March 2018 before 

relinquishing this role on becoming Interim Chief Executive. 

Until November 2018, Marian was a Secretary of State appointed member of the 

New Forest National Park Authority and was previously a trustee of the Campaign 

for National Parks. She was formerly Ofwat’s Senior Director of Policy and 

Communications (2010 – 2013) and Director of Strategy at the Energy Saving Trust 

(2007 – 2010). Before that, Marian worked for the Environment Agency and held a 

number of roles at the Countryside Agency. 

 

Sue Longstone – Director of Operations (North), Environment Agency 

Sue Longstone is the Director of Operations (North) at the Environment Agency 

where she has an incredibly varied role leading delivery across Greater Manchester, 

Merseyside, Cheshire, Cumbria, Lancashire, Yorkshire, and the North East. She is 

the Operations portfolio lead for Regulated Industry. Prior to this, Sue led the 

national delivery of environmental monitoring. She has more than 30 years’ 

experience and was recently seconded to the Department of Health and Social Care 

to increase laboratory capacity to test for Covid and has led on developing capacity 

within the Environment Agency to test wastewater for Covid. 

 

Chris Matthews – Vice Chair, Greater Manchester Natural Capital Group and 

Head of Sustainability, United Utilities 

Chris Matthews’ primary focus is to drive United Utilities to fulfil its purpose to 

provide great water and more for the North West. His role includes shaping how the 

company reports its responsible business commitments and developing relationships 

with key stakeholders to further the company’s goals. He works with several groups 

to encourage responsible business behaviour and to explore opportunities for 

collaborative working, such as in his role as Vice Chair of the Greater Manchester 
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Natural Capital Group. He is a member of Business in the Community’s national 

Climate Leadership Team and its regional advisory board. He is also chair of the 

Rivington Heritage Trust. 
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