
 

 

The IGNITION Project 

Living Lab Launch  

Speaker biographies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 

Professor Hisham Elkadi – Chair of Architecture and the Built Environment, 

University of Salford 

Professor Elkadi is the Chair of Architecture and former Dean at the University of Salford.  

Hisham was also the Head of School at Deakin University, in both Australia and Belfast. 

Hisham has also held an honorary professorship at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology in 

Germany, University College London, Portsmouth University and Harvard School of Design. 

Hisham has 140+ publications, seven books, has graduated 30 Ph.D. students and 

attracted £19 million of external research grants. His projects have been in England, Italy, 

Turkey, Vietnam, Egypt, and Australia. He was an advisor to the Northern Ireland Ministry 

for the Built Environment, is a board member of both the Greater Manchester Green City 

Forum and the Conseil International Du Bâtiment.  

 

Professor Karl Dayson – Pro Vice-Chancellor for Research and Innovation, University 

of Salford 

Professor Karl Dayson is responsible for the strategic direction and development of 

research, innovation, and enterprise activity at the University of Salford.  

 

His role includes ensuring research is internationally excellent, making it relevant for 

industry, and embedding it within the curriculum.  

 

He also works to ensure the commercialisation of research, building strategic 

partnerships with industry and the public sector, to enable the university to make a valuable 

contribution to the economy and society 

 

 

Andy Burnham – Mayor of Greater Manchester 

Andy Burnham was first elected as Mayor of Greater Manchester in May 2017 and was re-

elected for a second term in May 2021. 
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Responsible for shaping the future of Greater Manchester, Andy’s priorities include building 

a London-style integrated transport system, ending rough sleeping, transforming Greater 

Manchester into one of the greenest city regions in Europe and making Greater Manchester 

a great place to grow up, get on, and grow old. 

 

Before being elected Mayor of Greater Manchester, Andy was MP for Leigh from 2001. In 

government, Andy has held Ministerial positions at the Home Office, Department of Health 

and the Treasury. In 2008 he became Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, 

before returning to Health as Secretary of State in 2009. 

 

In opposition, Andy has served as Shadow Education Secretary, Shadow Health Secretary 

and Shadow Home Secretary. 

 

Andy lives in Leigh, Greater Manchester, with his wife and three children.  

 

 

Emma Howard Boyd – Chair of the Environment Agency 

Emma Howard Boyd has been the Chair of the Environment Agency since 2016. She’s also 

an ex officio board member of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

(DEFRA), an Advisor to the Board of Trade, and a Global Ambassador for Race to Zero 

and Race to Resilience ahead of COP26.  

 

Emma, with a background in finance, is a board member or advisor to many organisations 

which include The Prince’s Accounting for Sustainability Project, the Green Finance 

Institute, the Coalition for Climate Resilient Investment, the Centre for Greening Finance 

and Investment, the Council for Sustainable Business, the European Climate Foundation, 

and Menhaden PLC. Emma was the UK Commissioner to the Global Commission on 

Adaptation from 2018 until its sunset in January 2021.  
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Dr Frank Mentrup – Mayor of Karlsruhe, Germany 

Dr Frank Mentrup was elected as Karlsruhe’s Lord Mayor in 2012. He has been a member 

of SPD (Social Democratic Party) since 1983, was a member of Mannheim-Lindenhof 

district council (1989-1994), Municipal Councillor in Mannheim (1994-2007) and Chairman 

of SPD group (2001-2006). Dr Mentrup is also Chairman of "Technologie Region Karlsruhe" 

(TRK), Chairman of "Magistrale für Europa" (Main Line for Europe), a member of the 

presiding committee of "Deutscher Städtetag" (German Association of Cities and Towns), 

Chairman of Administrative Board of Sparkasse Karlsruhe, Chairman of Baden-

Württemberg section in German Library Association, and President of Council of European 

Municipalities and Regions (CEMR) - German section. 

 

 

Olivier Bianchi – Mayor of Clermont-Ferrand, France 

Mayor of Clermont-Ferrand and President of Clermont Auvergne Métropole. He is faithful to 

the values of individual and collective emancipation through education and culture. He 

dedicates his efforts to an ecological transition, which is necessary for the times we live. He 

created the International Network of Michelin Cities. The aim of this network is to develop 

public and private partnerships between cities all over the world sharing the common 

feature of being home to a Michelin production or research centre. 

With the people of Clermont-Ferrand, he has undertaken important projects and he has 

positively transformed the image of the city and the Metropolitan Area.  

 

 

Stephanie Asher – Mayor of Greater Geelong, Australia 

Stephanie Asher has been the Mayor of Greater Geelong – a regional Australian city of 

around 260,000 people – since 2019. She has driven a strong agenda of environmental, 

social and financial sustainability as the city plans for continued liveability amid rapid 

population growth. Mayor Asher is also leading the Council in striving towards its long-term 
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vision for Greater Geelong to be internationally recognised as a ‘clever and creative’ city-

region. Alongside her role as Mayor, Stephanie is CEO of a management consultancy with 

a successful career as a corporate strategy, policy and communications specialist. She is 

also a best-selling author. 

 

 

Paul Dennett – City Mayor of Salford  

 

Paul qualified at university with a BA (Hons) in International Business, an MSc in Human 

Resource Management and Industrial Relations and MRES Research in Social Sciences. 

Elected as Councillor for Langworthy in 2012, Paul combined his lecturing role at Manchester 

Metropolitan Business School with his appointment as Strategic Assistant Mayor for 

Workforce and Industrial Relations. 

 

In May 2016, Paul was elected as City Mayor for Salford City Council. Paul was appointed 

in July 2016 as the Greater Manchester Combined Authority Portfolio Lead for Low Carbon, 

Waste and Environment and currently holds the Portfolio Lead for Housing, Homelessness 

and Infrastructure.  

 

 

David Mitchell – Mayor of Bridgewater, Canada 

David Mitchell was elected as Bridgewater’s 26th Mayor in 2016 and re-elected in 2020. 

Over the course of his tenure in municipal governance, David has been at the forefront of 

many key initiatives that have helped drive Bridgewater to become the strong centre of 

economic, social, and sustainable leadership that it is today. Known for his willingness to 

speak up and respected as one to never mince words, David has a reputation as one to get 

things done.   

During his term as mayor, David has championed the introduction of public transit to 

Bridgewater, as well as fostering new relationships to take Bridgewater to the next level, as 

evidenced in the Smart Cities Challenge win, relationships with C40 and as a board 

member for the International Network of Michelin Cities.  


