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Lightning talks 

Nature-based solutions to the climate emergency 

In this short video, Sam Hartley from BITC and Chris Moss from UKGBC will take 
you through the latest findings from the IGNITION project which focusses on 
evidencing the benefits of nature-based solutions and creating the IGNITION Nature-
Based Solutions evidence base. They will then show how this evidence base is 
being used in action to engage with businesses, local authorities and the public. 

 

Natural England’s Ecological Network Modelling Tool  

In this short video, Tom Smart from Natural England will take you through Natural 
England's Ecological Network Tool produced in Phase 3 of the Natural Course 
project. This includes an overview of what they did, how they did it, potential 
applications for Greater Manchester. This includes an overview of what the Tool is 
and the rationale behind it, how they produced the Tool combining different 
modelling approaches, and the potential applications of the Tool to help deliver 
Natural Capital benefits across the Greater Manchester city region. 

 

Parks for people in a pandemic 

In this short video, Rachel Morrison from GMCA and Jo Regan from Salford City 
Council will be interviewing Annie Surtees Parks from Salford City Council and Kylie 
Ward from Manchester City Council on the importance of public parks and 
greenspaces during the pandemic, challenges to managing public parks and 
greenspaces and opportunities for new source of fun. 

 

  

mailto:sam.hartley@bitc.org.uk
mailto:christopher.moss@ukgbc.org
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/natural-environment/ignition/
mailto:thomas.smart@naturalengland.org.uk
https://naturalcourse.co.uk/2021/01/05/project-update-integrated-wetland-network-launch-new-ecological-network-tool/
https://naturalcourse.co.uk/2021/01/05/project-update-integrated-wetland-network-launch-new-ecological-network-tool/
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Celebrating successes and 
inspiring action  
 

Bringing the natural environment to life 

This short film forms part of a suite of products in the Greater Manchester Natural 
Environment Toolkit to inspire people to both realise the value of Greater 
Manchester’s natural environment, and be motivated to act to protect and enhance it 
in whatever ways they can.  Email krista.patrick@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk to 
find out more.  

 

Understanding the role of nature-based solutions: In conversation with the 
Youth Combined Authority 

In this informal conversation, Rosie Naylor from RHS Bridgewater talks to Isabel 
Mooney, member of Greater Manchester Youth Combined Authority’s environmental 
working group, about why she they decided to join the group, what she has learnt 
from the nature-based solutions sessions, and why they are so important to Greater 
Manchester and the people that live here.   

 

New voices in nature recovery 

As part of Carbon Landscapes’ countdown to the launch of their documentary ‘New 
Voices in Nature Recovery’, this short video will introduce you to some of the young 
people talking about the proposed National Nature Reserve Wigan Flashes to 
Pennington. Email broyce@lancswt.org.uk to find out more. 

 

 

 

  

https://naturegreatermanchester.co.uk/
mailto:krista.patrick@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk
mailto:rosienaylor@rhs.org.uk
mailto:youth.gmca@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk
https://carbonlandscape.org.uk/
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Virtual Site Tours  

Crompton Moor – An example of the multiple benefits that can be achieved 
from natural flood management 

In this video, a range of speakers from City of Trees, Oldham Council, Moors for the 
Future Partnership, the Friends of Crompton Moor and the Manchester Metropolitan 
University will explain out how Crompton Moor has become a hub for Natural Flood 
Management.  The video will explore how ‘leaky dams’, new woodland planting and 
peatland restoration projects are not only helping to hold onto and slow down water 
entering the river network but also how they are benefiting nearby communities and 
creating a place for a wider diversity of plants and animals. The video will 
demonstrate the value of partnership working and how funding from multiple sources 
such as the Environment Agency, EU LIFE IP Natural Course programme, DEFRA 
and the private sector can help to increase the scope of what can be delivered.  

 

West Gorton Community Park – Seeing is believing 

In this video, a range of speakers from project partners bring this ground breaking 
Green Space: West Gorton Community Park to life. Informally titled the “sponge 
park” for its contribution in helping to tackle climate change, the space is brimming 
with nature–based solutions that blend effortlessly as features in the landscape and 
overall design and excite the local community. Funded through the European 
Commission Horizon 2020 Research Programme, Grow Green West Gorton is a 
demonstration green space which showcases how to design, fund, deliver and 
manage a green infrastructure project which achieves climatic, social, economic and 
environmental benefits.     

mailto:Pete@cityoftrees.org.uk
https://www.cityoftrees.org.uk/news/%E2%80%9Cflood-busting%E2%80%9D-leaky-dams-installed-crompton-moor-oldham
mailto:Michaela.Howell@groundwork.org.uk
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/hubs/greatermanchester/groundbreaking-green-space-west-gorton-community-park/
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Webinars 

Local Nature Recovery Strategies: The plan for nature recovery in Greater 
Manchester  

In this webinar, Derek Richardson from GMEU, Jon Grace and Sam Evans from 
GMCA, and Amanda Wright from Natural England will take you through the outputs 
from the Greater Manchester Local Nature Recover Strategy Pilot. Greater 
Manchester was chosen by Defra to be one of five national pilots to provide a 
blueprint for the future of our city-region’s natural environment and local wildlife. The 
Nature Recovery Plan will map the most valuable existing habitats for nature, agree 
priorities for nature recovery, help allocate funding to where it is most needed, 
identify opportunities to better manage land and restore nature, and help create new 
green opportunities. 

 

Catchment Systems Thinking in action – plans for a green recovery and a 
Manchester Ship Canal Strategy 

In this webinar, James Airton and Mark Sewell from United Utilities provide an 
overview of their Catchment Systems Thinking (CaST) approach to managing 
catchments in a holistic, integrated manner. This will include their ambitions for 
CaST and Green Recovery, based on submitted proposals leading up to the 2024 
Price Review (PR24), together with a spotlight on CaST in action focussing on the 
Manchester Ship Canal Strategy working in partnership and developing a catchment 
permit. 

 

Investing in nature-based solutions: Innovative funding models and the 
Greater Manchester Environment Fund   

In this webinar, Daveen Wallis from Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Alicia Gibson from 
Finance Earth and Sam Evans from GMCA will take you through the GMEF which is 
the UK’s first regional environmental impact fund, benefitting the region socially, 
environmentally and financially. It will be a central funding source for projects that 
work within strategic plans to help Greater Manchester realise its environmental 
ambitions in the long term. 

 

mailto:Jon.Grace@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk
https://naturegreatermanchester.co.uk/project/nature-recovery-plan/
mailto:James.Airton@uuplc.co.uk
https://www.unitedutilities.com/corporate/responsibility/stakeholders/catchment-systems-thinking/#:~:text=Catchment%20Systems%20Thinking%20%28CaST%29%20is%20United%20Utilities%E2%80%99%20approach,to%20managing%20catchments%20in%20a%20holistic%2C%20integrated%20manner.
https://www.ofwat.gov.uk/regulated-companies/price-review/2024-price-review/
https://www.ofwat.gov.uk/regulated-companies/price-review/2024-price-review/
mailto:dwallis@lancswt.org.uk
https://gmenvfund.org/

